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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 


MR.  MAYOR  AND  GENTLEMEN, 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1963. 

As  a result  of  my  absence  from  duty  for  several  months 
during  1963-64,  caused  by  illness  and  accident,  I have 
experienced  great  difficulty  in  bringing  my  work  up  to  date, 
especially  in  view  of  the  limited  clerical  assistance  at  my 
disposal;  unfortunately,  during  such  absences  only  urgent 
matters  are  dealt  with;  other  problems  await  my  return  to 
duty. 

The  Vital  Statistics  of  Welshpool  Borough  for  1963,  com- 
pare favourably  with  those  of  Montgomeryshire  and  England 
and  Wales;  the  population  trend  remains  much  the  same  as  in 
1962,  whilst  the  Birth  Rate  and  Death  Rate  Show  an  upward 
trend. 

The  two  main  causes  of  death  were  from  heart  disease  and 
Cerebro  vascular  disease  (Coronary  heart  disease  accounted 
for  50%  of  deaths  from  Heart  disease).  Deaths  from  Cancer 
of  the  lung  were  four  more  than  in  1962. 

On  April  1st,  1963,  the  new  Montgomeryshire  Water  Board 
took  over  final  control  of  the  various  water  undertakings. 
There  are  areas  in  the  Borough  where  an  extended  mains 
water  supply  is  desperately  needed  since  the  many  untreated 
private  supplies  are  usually  qualitatively  unsatisfactory  and  in 
som.e  instances  quantitatively  inadequate,  especially  where 
they  are  derived  from  shallow  wells. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  requested  me  to 
make  a survey  of  school  water  supplies  in  my  district  (North 
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Montgomeryshire).  An  analysis  of  Welshpool  Borough 
school  supplies  showed  that  in  only  two  instances  were  the 
bacteriological  results  unsatisfactory,  and  one  of  these  results 
also  was  quantitatively  unsatisfactory.  In  both  cases  the 
water  was  abstracted  from  a private  “well”  supply.  We  were 
aware  of  these  problems  and  steps  had  previously  been  taken 
to  make  the  drinking  water  innocuous.  At  the  one  school 
school  supplies  showed  that  in  only  two  instances  were  the 
where  the  supply  failed,  it  was  necessary  to  convey  water. 
This  occurred  on  the  outskirts  of  Welshpool  where  it  was 
possible  that  a main  extension  may  have  solved  the  problem; 
this  will  not  be  feasable  for  some  time,  due  to  a “ long 
term”  policy  of  the  Water  Board,  who  undoubtedly  have  their 
problems.  Nevertheless,  the  Council  should  agitate  for  an 
extension  of  the  main  supply  to  the  Belan  area  where  there 
are  many  large  farms  and  numerous  properties  requiring 
this  service  in  an  area  subject  to  “ flooding.” 


With  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  to  the  Borough,  the  proposed  complete  survey  of 
premises  preparing  and  selling  food  was  instituted  and  has 
been  continued  up  to  the  time  of  going  to  “press”.  I shall  be 
in  a better  position  to  discuss  his  findings  in  the  1964  Annual 
Report.  May  I say  here,  that  he  has  lost  no  time  in  endeav- 
ouring to  assure  that  the  provisions  of  the  1960  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  be  brought  into  effect;  and  rendering  general 
assistance  and  advice  to  the  persons  concerned.  The  Survey 
was  a vindication  of  the  remarks  I made  in  the  1962  report 
— in  almost  every  case,  Sanitary,  Structural  and  other  defects 
were  found,  but  I must  stress  that  almost  universally  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  found  the  proprietors  of  the 
premises  to  be  interested  and  co-operative  and  in  most  in- 
stances defects  were  remedied  after  a reasonable  time.  This 
is  very  heartening  and  a great  credit  to  Welshpool  trades- 
men who  serve  not  only  the  local  public  but  also  visitors 
to  the  town. 
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On  October  1,  1963,  the  new  Meat  Inspection  Regulations 
came  into  force  making  it  compulsory  for  all  meat  to  be  in- 
spected and  stamped  with  an  approval  mark  identifying  the 
certifying  authority,  and  this  system  is  now  in  force.  Apart 
from  this,  we  must  aim  to  obtain  a high  standard  of  hygiene 
in  the  slaughterhouse — namely,  amongst  the  personnel  deal- 
ing with  raw  meat.  We  are  constantly  vigilant  in  this  field. 


During  1963,  a “Comprehensive  Development  Area”  was 
confirmed,  involving  21  houses — let  us  hope  that  1964  will 
see  an  improvement  in  the  “slums”  of  the  Borough  and 
the  rehabilitation  amongst  others  of  the  young  married  popu- 
lation and  their  families. 


In  conclusion,  may  I thank  Mr.  Lodge,  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  his  assistant,  for  their 
assistance  during  the  year. 


I remain. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


ELINOR  M.  GREVILLE. 
(M.O.H.) 


12/2/65. 
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SECTION  A 


GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 

1.  Area  of  District — 20,427  Acres. 

2 Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  resident 
population — 64 1 0. 

3.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate 
Books — 2,012. 

4.  Rateable  Value  at  31st  March,  1963 — £165,526. 

5.  Sum  of  Penny  Rate — £280. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
Population 


Estimated 

Estimated 

Estimated 

Estimated 

Estimated 

Estimated 


mid-year 

mid-year 

mid-year 

mid-year 

mid-year 

mid-year 


1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 


6410 

6420 

6370 

6110 

6180 

6080 


These  figures  show  a rise  of  20  in  the  population  since 
1962;  the  1963  live  births  stood  at  the  figure  of  24;  as  the 
number  of  deaths  was  11,  there  was  also  a natural  increase  in 
the  population  of  13. 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 

Legitimate  

Illegitimate  

Total 

Crude  Birth  Rate — 18.25  per  1,000  population. 

Corrected  Birth  Rate — 18.62  per  1,000  population  (for 
age  and  sex) . 


Male 

Female 

Total 

56 

57 

113 

1 

3 

4 

57 

60 

117 
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Illegitimacy  Rate — 3.6%  of  all  births. 

Still  Births — there  were  only  2 such  births — both  legitimate. 
Causes:  1.  Congenital  (the  mother  contracted  german 
measles  during  pergnancy) ; 2.  Prematurity  following  pre- 
eclamptic toxaemia. 

Still  Birth  Rate — 1.7%  of  all  live  births. 

Infant  Mortality — There  were  no  infant  deaths. 

Total  Infant  Mortality  Rate — 

(Deaths  of  infant  under  1 year) — Nil. 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate — 

(Deaths  of  infants  between  1 — 4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births) 
—Nil. 


* Perinatal  Mortality  Rate 

(Still  births  and  deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  live  births) 
17.1/1,000  live  births. 

* The  2 stillbirths  caused  this  rate. 

DEATHS 


All  Causes: — 

Male  36 

Female  39 

Total  75 

Crude  Death  Rate — 11.70  per  1,000  populaiton. 

Corrected  Death  Rate — 12.4  per  1,000  population. 

(for  age  and  sex). 


7 


o^  : 
■ 


(Nc<^rJ  — — j »— rofo  j — m j — voon 


'B  ^ 

C 9J 

a > 
O 


r^vor.^-  i I I I r. I j I J I I J r.  I I -- 


52  «r> 

J. 


(S  fN>  I m I I '—  c<^  Tt  VO 


I I I I I I I “ I i I I I I I --  I -h:" 


I iiiii-iiiii-iiiiii-ii-i-i-iii-iiiiir"^ 

o 

o 

T I I I- I I I I i I I I I I I I I 1 I I I I I ! I I I I- I I I I I I I-- 

r\ 

T IrlllMMlIllllllillllllMIIIII-lllll^ 


a 

o 

<u 

z 

c 

a 

c 

.£? 


& 

o 

. d) 

:Z 

o 

•*3 

a 

1/3  ^ 

5 ^ 

S £ 

Dj 

Ec 

52 

cd 

^ C 
c 

ea  ui 

s <u 
ci-B 


E 

w 

t/3 

>, 

00 


to 

c 

< 


So  Q > 


^ Q 


d) 

a, 

>> 

X 


U 


O O i 


•=  Q 


tc 

d) 
W -o 

-2  s 

c/3  — 


a-  c 

a 

<^-l 

O T3 
d) 

'I  « 

II 

xo 


o < 


< 


S < 


ON  fS  m 

<S  r*^  r*^ 


T uberculousMeningitis. 


Chief  Causes  of  Death: 


1.  Heart  Disease — over  50%  due  to  Coronary  heart  disease. 

2.  Vascular  lesions  of  the  Central  Nervous  System. 

Malignant  disease  caused  the  death  of  11;  5 from  cancer  of 
the  lung.  In  one  instance  the  person  was  a “moderately  heavy 
smoker”  and  in  another  instance  one  was  a “Garage  Pro- 
prietor”, presumably  exposed  to  “exhaust  fumes”  due  to  his 
occupation. 


COMPARATIVE 

Welshpool 

Borough 

STATISTICS 

Montgomery 

County 

England 
and  Wales 
(provisional 
figures) 

Birth  Rate  (corrected) 

18.62 

18.51 

18.2 

** Illegitimacy  rate 

3.4% 

4.4% 

6.9% 

Death  Rate  (corrected) 

12.4 

13.24 

12.22 

* Still  birth  rate 

1.7% 

17.0% 

17.2% 

Neonatal  Mortality  rate 

Nil 

11.2 

14.2 

Perinatal  Mortality  rate 

17.1 

27.5 

29.3 

Maternal  Mortality  rate 

Nil 

Nil 

— 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  responsible  for  the 
personal  health  services  of  the  district. 


SECTION  “C” 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1963 


1.  WATER: 

The  new  Montgomeryshire  Water  Board  took  over  final 
control  of  the  various  undertakings  on  1st  April,  1963. 
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SAMPLES: 


During  the  year  19  samples  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical analysis,  the  results  being  : — 


Black  Pools 

Satisfactory 

5 

Unsatisfactory 

Trinity  Well 

2 

— 

Groes  Springs 

5 

4 

Castle  Caereinion 

1 

— 

Private  Supplies 

— 

2 

2.  FOOD : 

353  Certificates  in  respect  of  food  surrendered  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  were  issued  in  1963  as  against  106  in 
1962. 

ICE  CREAM: 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  district. 
Two  applications  for  registration  of  premises  from  retailers 
were  granted  making  a total  of  47  in  the  Borough. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES : 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough,  situated  in 
Henfaes  Lane,  Welshpool,  which  is  a modern  building  with 
proper  facilities  for  slaughtering  all  kinds  of  stock  for  human 
consumption,  excluding  horses. 


MEAT  INSPECTION: 

During  the  past  twelve  months  the  following  carcases  were 
inspected: — 

Cattle  Sheep  Pigs  Sows 

29  6486  2898  143 


MEAT  CONDEMNED: 
3 pigs 

44  pigs  heads 
2 pigs  feet 
1 pigs  hind  quarters 
13  pigs  plucks 
53  pigs  livers 
20  pigs  hearts 
13  pigs  lungs 


3 sheeps  plucks 
1 sheeps  half  body 
216  sheep  livers 
90  sheeps  lungs 
3 sheeps  heads 
1 sheeps  kidney 
37  lbs.  Lamb 
1 beasts  liver. 
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FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1955: 


The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  made  it  com- 
pulsory from  the  1st  October,  1963,  for  all  meat  to  be  in- 
spected and  stamped  with  an  approved  mark  identifying  the 
certifying  authority.  This  new  system  commenced  on  the 
appointed  day  and  has  been  strictly  maintained. 

3.  SEWERAGE : 

Towh. 

5 houses  have  been  connected  to  the  sewer  during  the  year. 
Negotiations  are  still  proceeding  for  the  acquisition  of  the 
necessary  land  for  the  new  sewage  disposal  works.  Readings 
have  been  taken  on  the  flow  on  the  trunk  sewer  to  assist  in 
the  design  of  the  new  works. 

GUILSFIELD: 

This  village  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system  to  a dis- 
posal plant  which  receives  regular  attention.  With  the  pro- 
posed increase  in  the  number  of  private  houses  to  be  built  in 
Guilsfield  it  will  be  necessary  to  extend  the  sewage  works  to 
cope  with  the  increased  demand. 

TREWERN: 

The  Council’s  housing  estate  is  sewered  on  the  separate 
system,  the  sewage  being  treated  at  the  sewage  disposal  plant 
which  is  maintained  in  good  order. 

CASTLE  CAEREINION: 

This  village  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system  to  an  unsat- 
isfactory disposal  plant. 

A scheme  was  prepared  for  construction  of  a new  sewage 
disposal  plant  but  the  conditions  imposed  by  the  land  owner 
made  the  scheme  impracticable  and  was  rejected  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  Compulsory 
Purchase  is  to  be  commenced  for  the  acquisition  of  a more 
suitable  site. 


POOL  QUAY: 

The  disposal  plant  to  this  village  is  maintained  in  good 
order. 

4.  DRAINS: 

All  drains  laid  were  tested  by  the  department. 

5.  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS: 

3 Informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year.  Numerous 
blocked  drains  were  dealt  with  without  serving  of  any  notices. 

6.  FACTORIES  ACT,  1947: 

The  total  number  of  Factories  on  the  Register  is  46. 

7.  DISINFECTION: 

1 h^re  were  no  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease. 

8.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS : 

5 warehouses  have  been  inspected  and  4 treated  tor  rats. 
12  business  premises  were  treated.  The  Refuse  Tip  has  been 
attended  to  on  4 occasions.  7 farms  have  been  treated.  118 
private  houses  in  the  Borough  have  received  attention. 
MATERIALS  USED; 

Sausage  Rusk  Oat  Meal  Sorexa  5 

7 9 lbs.  2 cwt.  40  lbs.  13  lbs.  H oz 

Zinc  Phosphide  Antu 

12  lbs.  3j  oz.  104  oz. 

9.  HOUSE  REFUSE : 

Weekly  collections  of  refuse  are  made  from  all  houses  in 
the  town,  Guilsfield  and  Trewem.  Bi-weekly  collections  are 
made  from  other  villages  and  houses  en  route. 

Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  waste  land  conveniently 
situated  half  a mile  from  the  town  centre. 

10.  HOUSING: 

Houses  erected-  during  the  year: 

By  local  authority  Nil 

By  private  enterprise 24 
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Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  end  of  year: 

By  local  authority  Nil 

By  private  enterprise  18 

The  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of 
1963  — 400. 


HOUSING  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

Since  we  took  over  responsibility  for  housing  improvement 
grants  the  following  is  the  position : — 


Total  No. 

Total  No. 

No.  of 

Total 

No.  of 

Total 

of 

of 

Grants 

amount  of 

Applic. 

amount 

Applications  Applications  paid  to 

grants  to 

received 

paid  in 

Type  received 

granted 

Dec.  1963 

Dec.  1963 

in  1963 

1963 

Discretionary  104 

96 

90 

29,222 

9 

2,711 

Standard  32 

32 

24 

2,377 

5 

423 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 

Number  of  houses  which  are  in  confirmed  Clearance  Orders 
and  still  occupied — 1. 

Number  of  houses  which  are  subject  to  Demolition  Orders 
and  still  occupied — 5. 

1 1 . REDEVELOPMENT : 

A comprehensive  Development  Area  has  been  confirmed 
and  procedure  was  commenced  for  the  compulsory  acquisition 
of  all  land  and  property  comprised  therein. 

A total  21  sub-standard  houses  are  involved  in  this  area 
and  will  eventually  be  vacated  and  demolished. 
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INSPECTIONS  OF  PREMISES 


Type  of  premises  or 
reason  for  inspection 

Factories  and  Workplaces: 

Factories  (power)  

Factories  (non-power) 

Outworkers  premises  

Workplaces 

Shops  Act  

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

Total  


No.  of  No.  of 
visits  re-visits 

7 — 

1 — 


8 


Atmospheric  Pollution: 

Smoke  observations  (Industrial) 
Smoke  Control — Inspection  of  plant 
Smoke  control — Prior  approval 
Nuisances  from  smoke 

Total  


Housing  and  Sanitation: 

*Applications  for  Corporation  houses 

Certificates  of  disrepair  

Dangerous  Structures 

Defects  and  Disrepair  

Drainage  and  Sanitary  Fittings 
Filthy  and  verminous  premises 
Houses  let  in  lodgings 
Improvement  Grants 
Interviews — owners /contractors 
Inspections  of  work  in  progress  ... 

**  Overcrowding  

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  

Unfit  houses — survey  

Unfit  houses — inspection 

Land  charge  searches  

❖ ❖❖Infectious  Disease — enquiries 


1 

11 

1 

9 

16 

4 

1 

9 

1 


1 

2 

34 


6 

11 

1 


8 


Total 


54  65 


*10  visits  by  M.O.H.  **5  visits  by  M.O.H. 
***16  visits  by  M.O.H. 


Food  Premises: 

Bakehouses  7 1 

Butchers  and  cooked  meat  shops  ...  ...  — 1 

Dairies  and  Milk  shops  — — 
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FOOD  POISONING: 


Factory  and  office  canteens 

— 

— 

School  canteens  

— 

— 

Fish,  fruit  and  vegetable  shops 

— 

— 

Food  inspection  

15 

3 

Food — investigation  of  complaints 

— 

— 

Food  and  drug  sampling  

— 

— 

Food  Hawkers  

— 

— 

Grocers  and  confectioners  shops  ... 

5 

— 

Market  stalls 

— 

— 

Mobile  food  vans  

1 

— 

Off -licensed  premises 

— 

— 

Public  houses 

— 

— 

Restaurants,  cafes  and  snack  bars 

— 

— 

Slaughterhouse  

96 

79 

Transport  of  meat  

— 

— 

Water  sampling  

20 

— 

Other  premises  

1 

— 

Total  

145 

84 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal: 

Ashbins  

— 

— 

Accumulation  of  refuse  

7 

3 

Controlled  Tip 

2 

— 

Total  

9 

3 

Various: 

Cinemas 

— 

— 

Fairgrounds  

— 

— 

Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 

— 

— 

Public  Conveniences  ...  

1 

— 

Rodent  Control  

— 

— 

Schools  

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

51 

9 

Agriculture  (S.H.  & W.)  Act 

1 

— 

Noise  Nuisances  

— 

— 

Pet  Shops  

— 

— 

Total  ...  

53 

9 

Inspections  of  Premises  Registered  for  the 
Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  and 
Preserved  Foods: 

Manufacture  of  Ice-Cream  ... 

— 

— 

Sale  of  Ice-Cream  

2 

— 

Storage  of  Ice-Cream  

2 

— 

Manufacture  of  sausage  and  preserved  meat 

— 

— 

Preparation  of  preserved  fish 

— 

— 

Total  ...  

4 

— 
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SECTION  “ F.” 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  CONTROL 

44  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  during  this 
period : — 

1.  Measles  — 41 

2.  Tuberculosis  — 1 (Male — aged  23  years). 

3.  Primary  Pneumonia  — 2. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  was  1 notification  of  this  disease  (male:  23  years). 
The  programme  for  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  con- 
tinued in  the  Welshpool  High  and  Secondary  Modern 
Schools,  where  20  pupils  were  successfully  vaccinated. 

There  was  only  one  death  from  tuberculosis  in  the 
Borough,  that  of  a female  aged  25  years  from  tuberculous 
meningitis.  Only  4 deaths  from  tuberculosis  occurred  in 
the  County.  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  continued  its  ser- 
vices during  the  year  and  the  local  population  response  was 
satisfactory;  in  Welshpool  356  persons  were  examined  and 
4 persons  were  referred  to  the  clinic  for  further  examination. 

Throughout  the  County  the  immunization  programme  con- 
tinued to  offer  facilities  to  the  populance  for  protection  against 
Whooping  Cough,  Diptheria,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  and 
parents  of  children  attending  the  County  Health  Clinics  were 
advised  to  seek  smallpox  vaccination  after  the  first  year  of 
life  from  the  local  general  practitioners. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

Whilst  no  such  cases  were  notified — numbers  of  the  pop- 
ulation were  intermittently  affected  by  “Stomach  trouble” — 
one  wonders  if  this  was  not  sympradic  of  endemic 
“ dysentery  ” or  “ food  poisoning.” 
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